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Kinmen Garrison City of Ming China:

An Investigation Based on the Garrison System,
Sacrificial Space and Local Legends

Kuei-wen Hsieh *

Abstract

Built in 1387 or the 20" year of the Hongwu reign of Ming China,
the Kinmen Garrison City is the oldest historical city in the outlying
islands of Taiwan. It is of great historical and cultural asset value. This
article examines the said city of Ming China from three aspects: garrison
system, sacrificial space and local legends. The study found that both
the site selection and shape specifications of the said city were based
on defensive considerations, ranging from military offices, barracks to
ancestral temples for military purposes in the city. The residents there
were mainly garrison troops and their families. Military households
increased greatly after several generations, who also interacted
frequently with those outside the city in order to make a living and
marriage, which in turns gradually decreased the city’s military aspects
by adding more localized ones. Now there are many sacrificial spaces
inside and outside the city. The official City God Temple, Banner
Temple, and Huangdai Temple are located in the center of the city, and
they are considered to be the “standard” gods. The temples built by the

*  Professor, Department of Cultural and Creative Industries, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology.
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commoners are concentrated at the four city gates, all owning its own
god and ritual territory. The gods are considered to be the “localized”
ones or indicating the places of origin. However, the said city, which
enhanced the political status and importance of Kinmen, was regarded
by the local inhabitants as an ominous existence that undermined
geomancy, which reflects the local inhabitants’ distrust of the outsiders,
as well as the dissatisfaction and resistance of the local to the state’s
ruling power.

Keywords : Ming China, Kinmen City, Garrison System, Sacrificial
Space, Local Legends
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