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The Discourse on Geomancy in Penghu
Gazetteers during the Manchu Empire

Chien-jung Hung *
Abstract

The traditional Chinese local gazetteers texts contain various feng-
shui discourses about territories, as well as legends and stories related
to geomancy and folk customs. This traditional writing tradition reflects
the values of the officials and gentry who compiled the local gazetteers
regarding this set of numerology culture. In the late 17th century,
Manchu Empire took over Taiwan and Penghu Islands, of which their
geographical environment and folk customs were hence placed in the
writing and the cultural vision of geomancy of traditional gazetteers.
This article mainly focuses on the records of geomancy and feng-
shui in the four Penghu local gazetteers, including 4 Brief History of
Penghu (1771) by Hu Chien-wei et al., 4 Sequel to Penghu (1832)
by Chiang Yung et al., A Draft of the Penghu Gazetteer (1892), and
Penghu Gazetteer (1894) by Lin Hao et al., at that time by examining
the motivation and method of quoting feng-shui elements, and analyzing
the position and role of various types of geomancy narratives in the
knowledge system of local gazetteers. The emphasis is on the portrayal
of the territorial situation, the consideration of local construction, the
commentary on folk customs, and the highlighting of the deeds of

*  Professor, Department of History, and Director of Center for Haishan Research, National Taipei University.
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people. The author also examines and discusses the attitudes of the
officials and gentry who compiled the local gazetteer towards geomancy
or feng-shui.

Keywords * Feng-shui or Geomancy, Numerology, Local Gazetteer
Studies, Local History, Cultural History
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