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The Process of Exporting Kinmen Sorghum
Liquor to Taiwan before and after the
Implementation of the “Legalization of Previously
Unregulated Practices” Policy in 1977

Wei-che Lu *

Abstract

Taiwan, the main sales market of Kinmen Distillery, is restricted
by the tobacco and alcohol monopoly system. Since Kinmen sorghum
or kaoliang liquor was launched on the market in 1953, the Kinmen
authorities have been constantly trying to sell sorghum liquor to
Taiwan. This article explores the process by which Kinmen sorghum
liquor entered the Taiwanese market on a large scale in 1977 through
the “transforming darkness into light” or the legalization of previously
unregulated practices policy. The research results reveal that against the
backdrop of rising anti-communist sentiment, military support needs,
and Kinmen’s economy being highly dependent on distilleries, decision-
makers believed that the economic development of the frontier Kinmen
was more important than the integrity of the monopoly system. Kinmen
sorghum liquor was gradually sold into Taiwan through purchases by
the Monopoly Bureau, allocations by retailers, and personal carrying
by military and civilians. However, the quota of the Monopoly Bureau
could not meet the growing production of Kinmen Distillery, so the
Kinmen authorities chose to smuggle. In the end, Chiang Ching-kuo

*  Master Degree, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University.
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ordered to “transform darkness into light”. Since July 1, 1977, Kinmen
sorghum liquor began to enter the Taiwan market on a large scale
through legal channels, and monopoly interests were levied according
to law. This has caused Taiwan’s tobacco and alcohol monopoly system
to gradually become a misnomer, and the alternative ‘“Taiwan, Penghu,
Kinmen and Matsu Life Community” has gradually formed due to
Kinmen sorghum liquor.

Keywords : Quemoy, Kinmen Distillery, Kinmen Sorghum or Kaoliang
Liquor, Taiwan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly Bureau,
Monopoly of Tobacco and Alcohol
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