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The National Security Bureau’ s Dilemma:
Prevention against and Protection for Families of
Political Prisoners from the Formosa Incident of

Kaohsiung

Hao Chang*
Abstract

Following the Formosa Incident in December 1979, the National
Security Bureau (NSB) began monitoring the potential challenges
that the activities of the family members of political prisoners
might pose to the authorities. Initially, the focus was on monitoring
suspicious individuals around the family members. However, the
family members’ planning, petitions, and appeals made the NSB
realize the family members’ ability to act independently, so the NSB
changed their approach to addressing their grievances and attempted
to stop the family members’ actions. At the same time, the NSB
coordinated all intelligence agencies to implement preventative
measures against family members before the trial. But the Lin
family massacre on February 28, 1980, changed the public opinion.
The NSB was forced to implement family protection measures,
and to combine these measures with surveillance to strengthen
preventative measures against family members’ actions. Following
the trial, as public sympathy for the family gradually increased,

*  MA student, Department of History, National Taiwan University
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the NSB abandoned its policy of using harsh measures to intervene
in the family members and provide “protection.” However, it
continued to monitor the family members and pay attention to
intelligence related to their safety. Given the high level of public
attention and the priority given to public opinion, the NSB chose
not to utilize strong measures to prevent the family members of
the Formosa Incident from running for office, which allowed the
opposition forces to revive through the election. Facing the dilemma
of choosing between “prevention against” and “protection for” the
family members related to the Formosa Incident, the authorities
ultimately failed to achieve their goal of eliminating Tang-wai or
non-partisan forces.

Keywords : Kaohsiung Formosa Incident, National Security Bureau,
Family Members of Political Prisoners, Tang-wai

Movement
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