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Exploring the Creation Process of the “Army
Anthem” of the Republic of China

Chien-pei Huang *, Shyh-wen Jou **
Abstract

The Republic of China’s military forces are divided into the
Army, Navy, and Air Force, each with its own unique representative
military song. The Army Anthem is the only one of the three
services whose creation began after the KMT government moved to
Taiwan, taking 31 years from conception to its current performance
version. The creation process was lengthy and controversial,
primarily due to the informal submission procedures and the
Army Headquarters’ unilateral addition of a second verse in 1981
after everything seemed settled, sparking a backlash from the
original lyricist. The original lyricist’s core values encompassed
three historical periods: the founding of the Whampoa Military
Academy, the War of Resistance against Japan and the suppression
of communist rebellion, and the anti-communist campaign to
reclaim China. The second verse added by the Army Headquarters,
while primarily following the structure of the first verse, describes
the Army’s operational scenarios and fighting spirit, and has less
relevance to the Army’s founding history.

*  Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Applied Arts, Fu Hsing Kang College, National Defense University.

** Reserve Lieutenant Colonel, Army.
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