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Tomio Matsuoka’s role in the development of
modern sugar manufacturing industries at the
beginning of Japanese colonial rule in Taichung

Hsiu-mei Tsai *
Abstract

In the year of 1901, Dr. Nitobe Inazo proposed a reform paper
for the improvement of Taiwan’s sugar industries, suggesting two
major goals, namely, improvement of sugarcane cultivation as well as
promotion of the modern sugar industries. Tomio Matsuoka’s devotion
in the reform of the sugarcane industries of The Japanese colonial
government of Taiwan played a formidable role for improvement of the
sugarcane cultivation and promotion of the modern sugar industries.
This research aimed at elucidating the breadth of Tomio Matsuoka’s
involvement in the cultivation of sugarcane as a temporary employee
of the Bureau of Sugar Affairs, and analyzing the influence of his
pioneered nursery of sugarcane seedlings and promotion of sugarcane
cultivation in rice fields as well as the operation of modern sugar factory
to the sugar industries in the late era of 1900’s in Taichung. The results
of analysis suggest that under the guidance of the Japanese colonial
government of Taiwan’s reform policies, Tomio Matsuoka pioneered

the nursery of sugarcane seedlings in rice fields, promoted cultivation

*  Associated Professor, Department of History, Tung-Hai University.
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of sugarcane in rice fields, and established new sugar factories. In
particular, Tomio Matsuoka’s use of favor conditions in time, geography
and human resource opened up a brand new avenue for the sugarcane
cultivation in rice fields in the region of Taichung, and pioneered the

promotion of new sugar factories.

Keywords - Tomio Matsuoka , Sugarcane Cultivation in Rice Fields,
Matsuoka Sugar Factory , Iwai Tatsumi, Teikoku Sugar
Company
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